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there is no occasion for any new aid being called in
purpose of completely spoiling an already
spoiled boy." Whilst this was passing, Mr. Revell and the
other supercargoes came in, with the commanders of the
different European ships, also Mr. Carvalho, an elegant
looking man, who was supercargo to several large Country
ships then at Whampoa.

Mr. Revell having introduced McClintock and me to
the whole party, we sat down, in number about thirty,
to a capital dinner consisting of fish, flesh and fowl, all
of the best, with a variety of well dressed made dishes, being
served up in two courses, followed by a superb dessert,
the wines, claret, madeira, and hock, all excellent, and
made as cold as ice. Mr^ Devisme placed me next to him,
and was attentive as possible. He briefly gave me some
account of every person at table, in doing which I could per-
ceive an inclination to bo satirical. Having discussed the
characters of the adults, he continued, " Young Pott is a
boy of uncommon talents, but volatile to excess, and full of
mischief as a monkey, and I am truly concerned to see every
person in the factory, except myself, endeavouring to ruin
him by every species of indulgence, and encouraging instead
of checking his wild sallies and mischievous propensities.
In short, sir, this place will undo him." Notwithstanding
this grave speech, I soon discovered he was one of the worst
spoilers himself. He told me Pott was the son of the
surgeon so well known for superior abilities in his pro-
fession, who having a numerous family of children, was
compelled to put them into different lines of life. Robert
was intended for the sea, this being his own choice, and
was accordingly shipped as a Guinea pig, (the name given
to boys on their first voyage) on board the Cmtlenden, so
called after a brother of Mrs. Pott's, who was in the India
Direction, and principal owner of that and other vessels of
the Company, of one of which he (Robert) was to have
the command when competent to assume it. I afterwards
heard that Captain Baker was a man who made his own
interest the first object upon all occasions, and being